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Top US sailors go head to head in Volvo Extreme 40 Grand Prix 
Series 

 

 
April 28, 2006, Baltimore, Maryland – Some of America’s top sailors 
from the world of Olympic and ocean racing will go head to head 
when they take part in the Baltimore stage of the Volvo Extreme 40 
grand prix series, which starts today. 

The American Volvo Extreme 40 Tommy Hilfiger skippered by two 
times Olympic silver medallist Randy Smyth currently leads the 
series overall by a narrow one point margin. The boat which is 
sponsored by the American clothing brand of the same name will 
have a special VIP sailing with them on the opening day of the 
series, when they will be joined by the famous fashion designer 
himself. Smyth’s regular crew includes Stan Schreyer, Jonathan 
Ferrar and Richard Feeney. 

The race course will be a battle of Olympians as stepping onboard 
Conrad Humphreys Motorola-CHR, which is currently in third place 
overall, will be 2004 Olympic Tornado silver medallist Johnny Lovell 
who will be joined for one day by his Olympic team mate Charlie 
Ogilvy. Completing the line-up will be fellow Tornado Olympian Leigh 
McMillan from Great Britain and Hamish Oliphant. 

Team Basilica is currently placed second and the team are on 
fighting form after winning the last grand prix event in Rio de Janeiro. British Olympic 49er sailor Alister Richardson 
takes the helm for the second event in a row competing alongside his all British crew of James Grant, Pete 
Greenhalgh and newly recruited Ericsson Volvo Open 70 team member Jonathan Taylor. 

Just off the podium is the Volvo Ocean Race Team who also boasts an impressive crew line-up for the Baltimore 
grand prix. Skippered by American Larry Hartreck, the team will be joined by America’s Cup winner and Rolex 
Yachtsman of the Year recipient fellow American Cam Lewis who will bring to the team a wealth of catamaran 
experience. Normally seen in catamarans of a considerable size, Lewis is a previous winner of the Trophee Jules 
Verne for the world’s fastest circumnavigation of the globe, something he shares in common with the Volvo Open 70 
sailors. Completing the team is Doug Deaver and Greg Homann. 

The final Volvo Extreme 40 completing the line up is Team Holmatro helmed by Olympic Tornado champion Mitch 
Booth. Booth will be joined by his Tornado crew mate Herbert Dercksen and son Taylor Booth and will be hoping to 
elevate themselves from last place on the leader board.  

Racing commences at 14:00 (local) and continues through to Wednesday May 3, with a break from racing on 
Saturday 29 May to allow for the Volvo Open 70s to compete in their in-port race.  

The Volvo Extreme 40 racing will provide an amazing spectacle for the public as they will be racing metres from the 
shore in Baltimore’s Inner Harbour. 



For further information on the class log onto www.VolvoExtreme40.org.  

Overall Series Rankings (after two events) 
1st Tommy Hilfiger 16 pts 
2nd Basilica 15 pts 
3rd Motorola - CHR 12 pts 
4th Volvo Ocean Race 12 pts 
5th Holmatro 11 pts 

Remaining Volvo Extreme 40 Grand Prix Series Dates  
Portsmouth, UK 27 May-3 June, 2006 
Rotterdam, Netherlands 9-14 June, 2006 

 
 

 

High Resolution pictures 
are available to the media: 
www.VolvoExtreme40.org/press.asp 
To download the images go to 'press login' and use the following details: username: press   password: vx40 

For media enquiries please contact: Sacha Oswald, Press Officer in Baltimore 
t. + 1 410 869 6210   e. sacha.oswald@volvooceanrace.org  
 
For information on the class, please contact: Herbert Dercksen 
t. +31 (0) 23 584 17 31 
m. +31 (0) 6 534 44 600  e. herbert@volvoextreme40.org  
 
The Volvo Extreme 40 is a new high tech, exciting, strict one-design catamaran purposely designed and built to race inshore and short offshore regattas. 
This 40 foot long multi-hull was created by dual Olympic medallist Mitch Booth and designed by Olympic Gold Medal winner Yves Loday with only one 
thing in mind, 'ACTION'.  The concept is a simple, extremely exciting, easy to sail, light weight, full carbon fibre race machine. The boat is estimated to 
reach speeds of 35 knots in flat water in around 20-25 knots wind. The Volvo Extreme 40 will fly a hull in as little as eight knots of breeze, giving the best 
visual impact in all wind conditions to many spectators.  
Volvo Extreme 40 Class Organization   www.volvoextreme40.org 
P.O. Box 87 
2120 AB Bennebroek, The Netherlands  
T. +31 (0)23 - 584 17 31  
F. +31 (0)23 - 584 17 32  
E. info@volvoextreme40.org
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